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IIATI0NAL REGISTER CRITERH STATEIIE{T (if appticabte}

IRCHITECflßAI SIGI{IFICÂI{CE tþscribe i¡¡portant arctriteclr¡ral featr¡res and evaluate in terus
other buildings within the conmunity.

The asyEeÈrj-cal plan with steeply polnted gables is characteristic of ËheGothlc cottages drat¡n by Andrew J. Downing in his popular CotEageResldences of 1850. The house is siÈed on rhe stope, raciãffin for ¡heõãtã-ffiã-vístas looking Ëo carnbrldge. trr has been slightly alrered wirhthe additlon of a second story balustrade over the enclosed side entranceporeh. Sorne of the f enesEratlon of this house has be,en slightly altered,only in sash configuration.

HISI0RICAL SIBIIFICAIICE .Expiain the role omers pla¡ed in locai or state history and hffi
building relates to the dweloprnent of 'the com¡nïty:

once dtvfded lnto large agrlcultural tracts for charlestown resfdenrs,Spring 11111 evolved lnto a prime residential nelghborhood of Somervillef rom che rnld 1800s. rEs toPography lent ireelf io rsell .drained soll f orargiculture and to fine vistas for t,he residentiar subdivisions that beganwlth George Brastow's 1843 rectilinear plan for 7z house lots on sprlngH111. l'J1Èh the exception of earl y f armhouses and che f irsE Greek Revivaldouble houses, Ëhe firsr houses bu1lt in the Spring Hill subdivlsions weresubstantial single fanily homes built on arnple rotÃ. By rhe lB70s, withthe expansion of the indusËrj-es on Ml1k Ror¡ (now somervllle Avenue), andthe horsecar and later the sEreetcar on Summer streeË fron union to DavisSquare came the expanded developnent of thls area with snaller siagle-fan11y worker-s housing and attached rowhouses and larger tenements, bulrtnear the bottom of the h111 on smal1 courÈ or terrace streets.
Porter and Lfnden StreeEs were subdivided in Ig44A. BracketË. Porter sEreet , an orlglaal rangerray,
bet¡seen E1¡o and summer street,s. The Downing-sty1"
rrere probably builÈ aE the saûe tirne and once bàrnyards. Thls is evidenr ar 1122. ll23 reralns lts 1the landscaping has noE been mainEained..
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